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...the God and Father...comforts us in all our troubles so we can comfort those who are in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. (2Cor. 1:4)

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2024

Dear Family and Friends, “When He has tried me, I shall

First of all, we would Ii_ke to thank you once again for your loyal come forth as gold.
support of our work. It is so wonderful to experience that we may .

receive a constant flow of donations and that so we can always Weepmg may em{uref ora
continue to reach out to the people in the Township. Thank you night, but joy comes in the
for your faithful support. May God's blessings be and remain morning.”

with you. Job 23:10 & Ps. 30:5

Kind regards from the board of Jesus the Rock Missions.

From the Resigned Treasurer From the New Treasurer
From September 2021 | was a board member of Jesus the My name is Luc de Ronde, 24 years old, and since my
Rock Missions (JTRM), managing the finances. In the youth a member of a church in Dedemsvaart, (The
summer of 2023, | was elected an elder within my church Netherlands). Recently | started work as an account
in Dedemsvaart (The Netherlands) and | decided to look manager at a metalworking company in Hoogeveen
for a new treasurer for JTRM who could take over my (NL). I enjoy spending my free time with friends and
tasks. He was found in the person of Luc de Ronde. Even family, always looking for sociable pleasant times.
before we were actively searching, Luc offered to take Since the beginning of 2024 1 have been actively
over my tasks! He became the new treasurer at the involved in Jesus the Rock Missions Foundation. At the
beginning of this year. end of 2023 Wiebe let me know that they needed a new
In the past two years | have been able to see how special treasurer and | didn't have to think long. | offered with
the work is that Wiebe and Simone do and how God conviction to take up that task and during the first
blesses them in wonderful ways in their work; in both board meeting | immediately felt that it has been the
everyday things and in a financial sense. It has been right decision. It is inspiring to see how God provides
amazing to experience how faithful God is, works through and how Wiebe and Simone can continue their
Wiebe and Simone and gives them perseverance to keep wonderful work in South Africa.
doing the work. I look forward to being part of the board for a long
I am grateful that | was able to participate in the board period and to make my contribution.
during these two years and to experience how God also
works in South Africa! Kind Regards, Luc
Kind regards, Arnold

Writing by Wiebe van der Heide

On 6 July I woke up with the words, ‘When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold’, remembering that it came from a
book | had read when living in the township some 25 years ago and was called something like Hinds feet written by a
Hannah.

| found the book on internet and started reading it again, -Hinds” Feet on High Places, by Hannah Hurnard-.

Various stressful things happened during the months April, May and June. Nothing compared to what many others go
through but stressful none the less.

It started after the Easter break. Returning to the Township one of the children told me that his house/shack had burned
down during the Easter weekend. Two days later | was told that another shack had burned, also belonging to a family of
one of the children who is with us. It was as if a black cloud descended on me. | want to help them but often feel so
powerless as the problems never stop. Throughout the following weeks we did help with groceries, building materials and
furniture.

Next an unusual hail storm goes over the Township. Many roofs are weak from rust and so many people got hail stones
right into their shacks.

When | asked a child of 10 how he is doing he answered that he’s not well. When it rains water comes into his house, at
night his blanket gets wet, he gets cold and is scared.

What can | do?

Since last year September we have been quite involved with a young man of 18 years. He has a bone infection in his leg
for more than 4 years already. We wrote about him in our March newsletter. We know him well. He first joined our
programs at the age of 9. After 2020 I didn’t see him too often due to vicious dogs in his yard, these dogs had once
attacked me. Some contact was also lost due to him leaving the programs as he had a ‘knee’ problem. Last year September
I convinced him to come for a weekend to the farm, he showed us his leg. We were shocked at what we saw and brought
him to our Doctor who send him to the hospital and ever since he’s been waiting to be called in for an operation. During
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these months we have been praying with and for him and giving him healthy foods to strengthen his immune system. |
actually wanted to solve his problem. At the end of June | asked him if he could accept his condition ‘as if from God’.
Soon after | realized that also | had to accept it as if from God, a huge burden fell off me.

These months | was challenged too with situations around our house. Water pipes to the shower, build into the wall, had
started leaking. | got it all fixed with the help of a person who did the plaster and screed works. The shower looks better
than before.

One Friday night, while a group of 14 children were with us on the farm, our neighbor phoned at 02.30, there was an
intruder at their farm. I and another neighbor were at their gate as the family of 3 was leaving the property, the intruder had
gotten into their house. This family stayed with Simone till day break, the man of the house was quit shaken up as he had
been fighting the intruder even before he got into the house. More neighbors came but we didn’t manage to catch the
intruder, he was too quick and running through thick thorn bushes. The days following | would feel unsafe at our house too
and was often on high alert. -
Then | got stung by a number of bees while pulling weeds too
close to one of my hives which got me sick for 2 days. Still
recovering from these bee stings we got much rain and for the
first time in 12 years it got into our house through the front door.
We discovered that our floor is slanting, half the house got
flooded including a bedroom with fitted carpet. After a week of
trying to get the carpet dry we gave up and pulled it out. The
concrete underneath looked good so we painted the floor, just in
time for Lisa to come home from university for recess.

At the end of June we went to Durban, 8 hours drive, to renew
our passports. We decided to take the car Lisa is using as
Simone’s car is 30 years old and had given us quite some
problems this year. On our way home we heard strange noises !
coming from a rear wheel; a flat tire? We stop the car and the \
moment | stopped we feel the left back side of the car fall down. A wheel had come off and was lying next to the car. All
the nuts were gone, 2 studs broken off and the other 4 damaged. We managed to get a mechanic from a nearby town to
come out who put 6 new temporarily studs in and put the spare wheel on as the stud holes from the original wheel were
damaged 20 km before being home | hear that the exhaust is
leaking. The following week
we bring the car to the
mechanic to fix all that he can
fix, then elsewhere to get the
exhaust fixed. 2 Days before
Lisa is going back to university
I check her car including all the
wheel nuts and to my surprise |
find a new nut on one of the
front wheels. This nut doesn’t
tighten but keeps turning and so
the car goes back to the
mechanic.

On Saturday 6 July Lisa went back to university, which was the morning | woke up with the
above mentioned saying; “When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold”

The following Monday a pigeon settled at our house, Slmone said it’s a 51gn of peace. The
S : == pigeon stayed for 5 days and the past 4
weeks have been peaceful mdeed

A few weeks ago we were blessed with 7 little goats born here on the
farm from 4 females. Last year we only had 2 little ones of the 4
females.

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, may we all live to God’s glory.

Best Regards,
Wiebe, Simone and Lisa

“Jesus the Rock Missions Foundation” is working amongst residents of Mzamom’Hle since 1997. In 2006 it was registered as a Dutch
NPO and since 2015 in South Africa with SARS as a PBO. The objective of the Foundation is to share God’s love with children and youth
and their living environment while working in a holistic manner; giving attention to the physical, psychological, social and spiritual well-
being. The community itself is stimulated to be added to this endeavor.



